The relationship between chickenpox and herpes zoster, which has attracted attention for some years,* has now become recognized to have more than an academic interest. The chances of chickenpox following herpes zoster are realized to be sufficiently great to justify preventive measures.
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In the outbreak described a case of herpes zoster, which was not isolated, was followed by eight cases of chickenpox. An estimate of the immunity of the school to chickenpox before the outbreak was formed by taking in each child the history as to a previous attack of the disease. The information was very accurately ascertained by the head master, who wrote to and interviewed the parents. It wTas found that 13 pupils ?9 boys and 4 girls?had previously had chickenpox, so that before the outbreak the susceptibles numbered 43, of whom seven contracted the disease. One of the cases of chickenpox who formed the outbreak, a girl of 11 years, gave a history of a previous attack of the disease at three years. The herpes zoster patient, it should be mentioned, had not previously suffered from chickenpox. Of the 13 children who gave a history of a previous attack all but one were from urban areas, and of the susceptibles nine were from rural areas.
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